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Carlos Fuentes’ novel "La frontera de cristal" will
be discussed in the context of several other
novels by the author in which the border is
prominently featured. Efraín Kristal will offer
nods to some of the metaphors Fuentes has
mobilized to refer to the Border: a line that can
be moved or expanded into a larger entity, in
novels such as "Cristobal Nonato"; a physical or
psychological frontier that irrevocably transforms
the lives of individuals and communities on
either side of the border, such as in "La region
más transparente"; or a wound that defines the
geopolitical relationship between the two
nations, as in "Gringo Viejo". The lecture will
also address how the temporal experiences of
Fuentes’ characters are informed by the spaces
they inhabit when their lives are intertwined with
the vicissitudes of the border.
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