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In a sketch for a broad interdisciplinary research project, Theodor W. Adorno 
aimed at investigating the rise of a new type of human being (1941). The 
 project conceived of a socially determined human subjectivity as the immi-
nent result of intensified processes of anthropological deformation. For 
Adorno, the figure of the individual appeared no longer as relatively auto-
nomous in its aims and initiatives. Obliged to conform to an overwhelming 
social reality, its very constitution had become increasingly swallowed by 
 socializing agencies.

The workshop will take up the specifically interdisciplinary research focus 
sketched in Adorno’s project. The participants will reconsider this program 
from their theoretical or methodological point of view. Our aim is to con-
ceptualize such processes of deformation and their contemporary pertinence. 
Just as in Adorno’s agenda, we want to discuss how social deformation 
of  various human faculties – social, intellectual, psychic, sensual, reflective 
and affective in nature – can be analyzed.

By exploring such interdisciplinary questions while anchoring the discussions 
in Adorno’s research proposal, the workshop will ask for both the historical 
trajectory and the contemporary relevance of a multi-layered critique of 
 anthropological deformation.
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